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The Newsletter 
President’s Column 

As I am now your new President I think that I 
ought to introduce myself  to all those who do not 
know me. My name is Edward (Eddie) Spicer, I 
am a retired telecoms engineer and I live with my 
wife Peggy in the Thameside village of  Cookham 
in Berkshire. 

My main area of  interest include, the German 
catapult mail of  the North Atlantic, the direction-
al markings on the air mails of  Colombia and 
North Atlantic air mails until 1950. 

I must say that stepping into Bill’s shoes will 
not be an easy task but I can only do my best. Bill 
did an exceptional job as our President and we 
should all be grateful for all his efforts over the 
past years. 

Being the President is no easy task, you do 
not have a specific job other than trying to ensure 
that all sections of  the society function satisfacto-
rily. This brings me to the important and at times 
very difficult task of  finding volunteers to do the 

important jobs. Without the generous help of  
these people the society cannot function. So if  
any of  our members out there who feel that they 
would like to consider offering some of  their time 
to the society please do not hesitate to contact 
either myself  or any other members whose con-
tact details you will find in this journal.  

In conclusion, once I have fully settled in to 
the task ahead I will endeavour to keep you fully 
up to date with important issues that arise in the 
future and I look forward to all the support that 
you the members of  The British Air Mail Society 
will give me. 

Many thanks, 
Eddie. 

  

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

From the Editor 

I did not expect to be writing another ‘From the Edi-
tor’ column after the publication of  the May issue of  
Air Mail News, but following the flurry of  activity fol-
lowing the AGM regarding the filling of  the vacant 
Editor position I thought it worthwhile if  a positive 
outcome was at all possible I would edit one further 
issue. 

I am exceedingly pleased to report that we have a 
new Editor for the Air Mail News, and it is a name 
familiar to you all, my predecessor Dr Richard Saun-
dry. He is now your sole point of  contact for all fu-
ture matters affecting the Air Mail News. Like me he 
felt the future of  British Air Mail Society was so tight-
ly bound up with the Air Mail News, that without the 
latter there was most probably no former. We all own 
Richard a vote of  thanks for his support of  our Soci-
ety. Like me he strongly believes it is worth while pre-
serving it for the future. The first issue for which he 
will be responsible will be the November issue, and he 
will need material. I know some is already promised, 
but much more is needed. Give him your support; 
send him your material, questions or answers, be they 

single page or longer. Without your support survival 
of  the British Air Mail Society will continue to be at 
risk. Is that a risk worth taking? 

With the editor’s position successfully filled, my 
willingness to fill the Vice–President’s vacancy, and 
Mike Buchanan accepting the post of  Membership 
Secretary, this leaves only the Secretary’s position va-
cant. Let’s have a ‘full house’. Will someone come 
forward to fill this remaining position. 

Once again I am most grateful to all those who 
have contributed to this quarter’s journal. There is 
much promise for the future, particularly given the 
interesting content of  Laurence Kimpton’s first part 
of  a three part article Australian Air Mail across the Pa-
cific and Atlantic Oceans. 

So let me conclude what I now feel certain is my 
last editorial with all my best wishes for a sound and 
secure future for the Air Mail News and the British Air 
Mail Society. 

John 

                                                            !                                                                                    i                                                            
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Notices 

Auction Report 
Firstly I would like to thank all the people that bid in the last (AGM) auction and the submitters. It proved to 
be the best auction that I have supervised with exceedingly good results; lot 123 reserved at £65 was knocked 
down at £260 and Lot 188 at £280 almost double. The auction produced a final total of  £5,100. However it 
was noticeable that the more common (and low value) lots went unsold, thus in future I would request that 
lots have a reserve value of  at least £8. 

Secondly, I would like to thank the new members to the committee for volunteering which allows me the 
time to run an auction with each edition of  the Air Mail News. 

Thirdly, for this to happen I need your support in supplying the lots, preferably with an email containing 
the description and reserve price, I will then endeavour to place them in the next auction, which will go out in 
the following Air Mail News. Remember that it is the proceeds from the auction which offsets the direct cost 
of  running our society. 

Peter Lister 
Auctioneer 

� 	
Pillage Trophy Competition 

The forthcoming meeting to compete for the Pillage Trophy that was planned for the SARASOTA NATIONAL 
STAMP EXHIBITION, Sarasota, Florida in February next year is postponed until further notice. 

  
Volunteer Required 

The committee realise that communication within the society needs to improve, thus they would like a volunteer 
to send out an email (To those with an email address, please advise the Membership Secretary of  any change) on a 
monthly basis, listing events taking place that month, or urgent notices such as cancellation of  meeting, or funeral 
arrangements, and other matters needing urgent attention, such as the item above. 

  
World Stamp Show, New York. Palmares. 2016 

I am sure all members would wish to join me in presenting our congratulations to the following for their success 
in New York at the World Stamp Show. 
Gold Award: Richard Saundry: The Onward Air Transmission Through New York of  European Mail Until 1946. 
Large Vermeil: Derrick Pillage: The French Influence on Airmail Development in South America. 

American Air Mail Society’s Awards 
Other awards worthy of  mention include the election of  Peter Lister to the Aerophilatelic Hall of  Fame, presenta-
tion to John Wilson of  the Frank H Blumenthal Memorial Award for his literary contributions to Air Post Journal, 
to Pradip Jain of  the Aerophilatelic Research Award, and the George D Kingdom Literature Award to Laurence 
Kimpton for his Airmails Across the Middle East 1918–1930. 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Events Diary 

For those members who like to plan ahead, perhaps to arrange travel plans or prepare exhibits, the following are a 
selection of  events for the coming months and years. 

BRITISH AIR MAIL SOCIETY 

2016 
17th September: Autumn Stampex joint meeting with the Crash & Wreck Mail Society. Bring 16 album 

pages to show & discuss. Featured speaker: Brian Peace, Australian Air Crash Covers. 
Meet for lunch 12:30 p.m. – Steam Passage Pub - 44-46 Upper St. 

3rd December: Christmas meeting, Royal Philatelic Society commencing at 1000 hours. 

2017 
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3rd June: AGM, Royal Philatelic Society, London.Wotherspoon Cup & Air Mail Trophy competi-
tions. 

20th May Joint meeting with BAMS and the Southampton Philatelic Society at St Joseph's Hall, 
Bugle Street, Southampton, S014 2AH. For further details contact Josh Spoor. 

2018 
9th June: AGM, Royal Philatelic Society, London.Wotherspoon Cup & Air Mail Trophy competi-

tions. 

REGIONAL MEETINGS 

2016 
Midland Group 

23rd October Conkers, National Forest Centre, Moira, near Swadlincote. 'Airmails of  North Borneo 
and Sarawak' by Jon Higgins. Contact Laurence Kimpton, 01564 771851, 
l.j.kimpton@macunlimited.net, if  you wish to attend. 

North West Group 
Autumn meeting. The Autumn meeting has not yet been finalised. For further information please contact 

me on 0151 7331291 or by email at dunccrew@aol.com. 

Scottish Regional Group 
Saturday 15th October: Our next meeting will be held during Scotex at the Dewars Centre, Perth com-

mencing at 12:00 noon 

Wessex Group 

5th November: Meeting commencing at 10:30hrs in the Scout Hall, Lower Street, Harnham, Salis-
bury, SP2 8HB, The main display will be given by Laurence Kimpton on the subject 
of  Air Mails across the Middle East 1919 – 1927, followed by member’s contribu-
tions. 

South Coast Group 

Saturday 10th September: Members Afternoon, as usual at Pages Lane, Worthing, starting at 2pm. 
Saturday October 8th: South of  England Stamp and postcard Fayre  at Ardingly showground from 10am-

4pm 
 The British Air Mail Society will be having a presence with displays in the morning 

at this prestigious event. Over 40 dealers will also be in attendance and I urge you 
to come and join us for the day. 

OTHER 

2016 

14th — 17th September:  Autumn Stampex. Full National Exhibition. King George VI Collectors Society. 
<www.kg6.info> 

2017 

24th — 28th May:  Finlandia 2017. Celebrating the 100th anniversary of  the Independence of  the Re-
public of  Finland (1917-2017). 

Details of  Asian and Australasian philatelic events can be found at: Federation of  Inter–Asian Philately, <http://
www.asiaphilately.com/Calendar.html>  

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Regional Reports 

Wessex Group 
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The Wessex group held its summer meeting at Harnham on 28th May with eleven members in attendance.  The 
main display was given in the morning by Sue Burn who displayed Second World War airmails between the UK 
and Australia with emphasis on the changing rates and routes on material via the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic 
Oceans. Also covered was the introduction and end of  the airgraph service. In addition she also looked at the de-
velopment of  the airmail service as peace approached and the start of  Post War routes, illustrated in part by test 
letters between BOAC and Qantas and ephemera such as postcards, photos and airline tickets. 

Nick Arrow showed what he described as an “embryo 5 frame x 12 sheet” competition entry and challenged the 
meeting to help him improve it.     The display was intended to show how Imperial Airways had, through the cre-
ation of  an essential “trunk” aerial services, and the consequent creation of  various “branches”, enabled South 
Africa to become connected to the rest of  the world. Various helpful suggestions were received by him and maybe 
we shall see Nick’s name among the names of  successful competitors in the future. 

Wilf  Vevers showed a number of  sheets of  air mail ingoing to the Falkland Islands.  Most of  the covers had been 
sent by air to Montevideo and then by ship to the islands as until 1971/72 there was no regular direct air service.  
The covers, which came from Aden, Australia, Chile, Jamaica, the U.K. and the U.S.A., covered the period from 
1931 to 1957.  He also showed examples of  mail from the only two crashes in the Falklands, neither of  which are 
recorded by Neirinck. 

Keith Lloyd displayed covers to and from the Rev. R.C. (Reg) Sellers, a Methodist Minister who spent part of  the 
1940s in South West China. Some of  the covers were to his brother Flying Officer (later Flight Lieutenant) Ray-
mond Frederick Sellers and his wife Marjorie. Ray had flown in the Battle of  Britain and he was interested in phi-
lately. As WW2 progressed, routes from China to the U.K. changed and in the later 1940s China suffered severe 
inflation so rates kept increasing. 

John Berridge showed some post cards used to illustrate his air mail collections which he had displayed to  the 
Southampton Post Card Society earlier in the week. These included a number of  aerial views of  Croydon Airport 
at different stages of  its development and the hotel and the interior of  the booking hall. There followed a couple 
of  Deutsche Lufthansa cards and several relating to the Hindenburg airship. By way of  a change, he concluded with 
a  display of  cigarette cards including Nicolas Sarony's  A day  on the Airway  (1927) and Players and Senior 
Service Civil Air Liners and Flying (1937). 

Peter Richards showed a selection of  World War II West African Air Mail covers sent via the Horseshoe Route 
including one that got to Singapore after Pearl Harbour and was forwarded by sea to San Francisco. Peter also 
showed some Chinese Air Mail sent by the route including endorsements for the covers to be sent via 
Leopoldville and Accra. 

John Richards showed three covers two from the Gambia sent via the Horseshoe Route including an unusual 3s 
3d rate to Rhodesia and one sent from Boloma in 1939 via the Freetown Bathurst feeder service. 

Barbara Priddy showed BOAC routes to West Africa immediately post-war, and asked for help in determining 
what happened to mail from the east once the Khartoum-Kano link had ceased to function. 

Keith Hanman's display comprised a wide range of  air letters from India.  Trevor Buckell showed NYRBA first 
flight covers and Peter Wingent showed pre WWII commercial air mail covers from the U.S.A. to a variety of  
African destinations. 

Peter Wingent. 

 

The North West Regional Group 
meeting held at Town Green on Sunday 19th April 2015 

Four members and one guest attended and apologies were received from Andrew Francis, Mike Griffith, Peter 
Ball, Tony Plumbe, Laurence Kimpton and Tom Poynton. Following the usual morning bourse the one sheet 
competition for the Les James Trophy was won by Alan Slater while the three sheet competition for the Jim Astley 
Trophy was shared by Duncan Crewe and Brian Hyner.  

After an excellent lunch the afternoon was given over to members’ displays. 
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Brian Lythgoe showed British mail flown by SCADTA and included a range of  the GB overprint stamps in-
cluding sheets of  both the handstruck overprints and the later machine overprinted sets. He showed a range of  
commercial covers and postal stationery as well as SCADTA etiquettes and labels. 

Duncan Crewe presented a range of  Test letters sent by staff  in the Traffic Office of  Imperial Airways. This 
included material relating to both the African and Eastern route as well as examples sent to and from Europe and 
others sent by rival airlines to test the efficacy of  their services 

The display session was completed by Alan Salter who showed a range of  Tongan airmails with covers carried 
on the TEAL survey flight including mail from Fiji to Tonga and signed covers from Tonga to Auckland. He also 
showed mail carried by the RNZAF flight in 1941 and the first Tongan internal airmail in 1942 before concluding 
with a range of  Crome produced covers carried on the Pan American Airways survey flight. 
All present expressed their appreciation to Ann for hosting the meeting and extending such generous hospitality. 

Duncan Crewe 
 

Scottish Group Report 

News from North of  the Border 

The Spring meeting of  the Scottish Group took place at the Dewar Centre in Perth on Saturday 16th April 2016 
during the two-day annual Scottish Philatelic Congress hosted this year by the Caledonian Philatelic Society of  
Glasgow on their 110th anniversary. The ASPS Aerophilatelic Shield was won by Alan Blakeley with a single frame 
exhibit of  ‘Newfoundland - Pioneering and First Air Mail Flights (1929 to 1939)’, which was given a Large Silver 
Gilt award. Alan included a number of  important covers; the 26th June 1930 Harbour Grace to New York carried 
by ‘The Southern Cross’, the 9th October 1930 from Harbour Grace to the Scilly Isles by the Bellanca ‘Columbia’, 
the 18th July 1931 Harbour Grace to Hungary by the Lockheed Sirius ‘Justice for Hungary’ and from the August 
1933 return flight to Rome by the Balbo armada. 

A number of  aerophilatelic topics could be found in the host society displays including ‘British African Air 
Mails’, ‘Dutch West Indies WWII’ and the ‘Great Western Railway Air Service’. All these were exhibited anony-
mously, but strong guesses could be made as to the exhibitors. The equally-anonymous one-frame Open Competi-
tion included ‘The Boeing Jet Airliner’. For the first time members of  the British Air Mail Society resident in Scot-
land were asked to provide a two frame display for the main exhibition. Dr Bob Clark showed USA to New Zea-
land via the Phillipines, Macao and Hong Kong followed by several covers that survived the failed 1935 Jubilee 
Airmail from Australia to New Zealand while Richard Beith contributed ‘The changing nature of  transatlantic air 
mail routes during the second world war, 1939 to 1945’, see Figure 1. 

   

Fig 1: This 29 August 1940 requested air mail from New York to Cairo would have reached Lisbon by the 
Dixie Clipper on 1 September, but didn’t reach Cairo until 10 October 1940 (backstamp) as with the 
closure of the Mediterranean on Italian entry into WWII, it would only travel from the UK to Durban by 
sea and perhaps onwards by the Horseshoe Route.  (Collection: R Beith)
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At the AGM of  the Association of  Scottish Philatelic Societies (ASPS), BAMS member Paul McGowan retired 
gracefully after a most successful year as President. He was succeeded by Alan Wishart FRPSL who will guide 
next year’s hosts, the Lanarkshire P. S. 

........................................ 
Group Convenor Bob Clark welcomed members to the 12.00 noon BAMS ‘Show and tell’ meeting, three of  whom pro-
vided varied displays which stimulated many talking points. 

Do you remember Bata shoe shops here in the UK or abroad? Richard Beith showed aviation related items connected 
with that large Czechoslovak-based organisation founded in the Moravian town of  Zlin by Tomas Bata (1876-1932). The 
company was very aviation conscious, even manufacturing light planes in the 30s and using company aircraft including 
Czech-built Fokkers and a Lockheed 10A. Richard included a 1938 registered air mail cover from Batanagar near Calcutta 
to Czecholsovakia, carried from this Bata company town to Athens by Imperial Airways which ended up with a censor 
handstamp applied in Prague because of  the Munich crisis. A 1940 cover from Buenos Aires to the Bata factory in still-neu-
tral Yugoslavia had been carried by L.A.T.I. from Rio de Janeiro to Rome on its way to Belgrade, see Figure 2 below. 

Bob Roberston provided an intriguing range of  WWII flown covers carried from the Middle East to Sweden by often 
obscure routes. A 12 March 1940 cover from Egypt to Sweden was endorsed ‘Air mail via Ala Littoria’ and charged 30mls. 
A 23rd August 1941 cover from Java to Stockhom was franked with a NEI 1 guilder, no transit marks but a DEI censor 
seal. Bob thought that this might have travelled by KLM as far as Lydda, possibly on flight BL68. A 14th April 1945 letter 
from Istanbul to Sweden may have flown by DHY to Adana, then MISR to Damascus, as the cover was embellished with a 
Free French censor seal and hand stamp. Transit through the UK was confirmed by the large OAT mark. 

  
Bob Clark showed the use of  air mail communication to carry mail to and from New Zealand Prisoners of  

War in Europe during WWII. The air mail went via the USA and he described the winter Lisbon to New York 
route via West Africa, South America, the Caribbean and Bermuda and the shorter summer route via the Azores.  

Bob thanked those for attending and for showing such an interesting range of  material. Bob invited us to the 
same venue on Saturday 15th October 2016 during SCOTEX.  

Richard Beith  

Fig 2: Registered air mail from Buenos Aires, 11 September 1940, to Bata factory in Borovo in still-neutral 
Yugoslavia. Buenos Aires to Rio de Janeiro by Condor, Rio to Rome by LATI, then Rome to Belgrade. 
Transit marks for Zemun (Belgrade Airport) 25.IX.40 and Borovo arrival cds for the same date. Rate = Peso 
1.65 = 20 c overseas letter per first 20g + 20c registration fee + P1.25 air fee/5g.  (Collection: R Beith)
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Midlands Region Meeting 

The Spring meeting, held at Conkers, Moira on Sunday, 10th April 2016, attracted an attendance of  16. In the morning 
session, after a bourse, the single-sheet competition was won jointly by John Smith, with a cover flown on Italo Balbo’s 
North American cruise of  1933, and Terry Hare-Walker with a cover flown by the Handley-Page South Africa Company’s 
aircraft ‘Pioneer’ from Cape Town to Johannesburg in 1920. The nine sheet competition was won by John Smith with his 
entry of  the Dornier Do-X Atlantic Trials, 1930-1932. 
After lunch, Sue Burn gave her display which began with flights by the Australian aviator Charles Ulm in 1933 and 1934. 
Covers flown in ‘Faith in Australia’ were shown, also a New Zealand cover intended for Ulm’s ill-fated trans-Pacific flight 
from the USA in which his aircraft was lost in the Pacific Ocean near Hawaii. The rest of  Sue’s display was on airmails of  
the Second World War with a particular emphasis on Australia and New Zealand. Covers flown on the main Empire route 
in 1939 and 1940, on the Horseshoe Route, on PAA’s trans-Pacific routes, by sea across the Pacific and then by air to Eu-
rope, and across the Indian Ocean were shown. Highlights included a cover from New Zealand to England flown on PAA’s 
North Pacific route at the rate of  8/-, covers marked ‘Undeliverable’ or ‘Service Suspended’ because of  wartime disruptions 
to mail services, a cover flown on the Indian Ocean survey flight by the ‘Guba’ in 1939 and Qantas and BOAC test letters 
from 1944-45. The display concluded by covering the establishment of  TEAL’s Auckland –Sydney service, beginning with 
a cover flown on the last stage of  the delivery flight of  TEAL’s flying boat ‘Aotearoa’ in September 1939. Both sections of  
Sue’s display included a wide range of  ephemera to illustrate the development of  services, including photographs, 
brochures, letters, baggage labels and airline tickets. Sue’s wide-ranging display was very much appreciated by those present. 

Laurence Kimpton 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Literature Reviews 

‘Letters in the Air’ 
A New Book by Jeffrey Booth. 

  

This is a specialised reference work, giving a detailed look at the 1911 Official UK Aerial Post, the first time that letters were 
officially carried by plane in the world. The Event was sanctioned by the Postmaster General and organised to celebrate the 
Coronation of  King George V and Queen Mary in the same year.  
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The book is an absorbing 148 page read, covering all aspects of  the Event, including the people involved, the aircraft, the 
special  post cards and envelopes and the many other elements that went in to  creating the Aerial Post flights. The celebra-
tion covered an 18 day period with twenty flights in all from Hendon and Windsor. 

A useful pricing section is included in the book to give an idea of  the value of  the many items involved in the 
project. An interesting selection of  photographs and illustrations have been included, all  of  which are over 100 
years old! Clearly a lot of  work has gone in to writing this book, resulting in a most interesting piece of  history 

on the early days of  aviation. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Additions to the Library  June 2016 

Books etc 

Dave,  Dipak, Priti & Markand The 1929 Airmail Stamps of  India, Dipak Dave, Nadiad 2015 
Kimpton, Laurence Airmails Across the Middle East, 1918-1930, Laurence Kimpton, Solihull 2015 
Longhi, Fiorenzo, Aerofilia Italiana 1884 - 1920, Vaccari, Vignola 2015 
Pillage, Derek The French services to South America, notes and photocopies of  covers from two displays to BAMS, 
2015 
Pomeroy, Colin A The Flying Boats of  Bermuda, Colin A Pomeroy, Canada 2000 
Prasad, Rohit India 1929 Air Mail Stamps, Stamps of  India, New Delhi 2015 
Schlichter, Andres Jorge & Julio Richardo Spinetto, trans. from the Spanish by Jack Lemm, Postal History of  the 
Crew Members of  the Battleship Admiral Graf  Spee, Jack Lemm, Brighouse 2015 

Auction Catalogues (* = with prices realised) 

Spink, The Florenzo Longhi Collection of  Italian Airmails, 15.3.12 
Viennafil 24.4.15 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

  

Vacancy – Secretary 
There remains one vacancy on the Committee for a Secretary. 
This is not an onerous position, the main function is the prepara-

tion of  the Agenda for the AGM, and the writing of  the the Minutes. 
For further information, contact the President, whose contact de-

tails are contained in the list of  the Society’s Officers printed in the Air 
Mail News.
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WARDROP & COMPANY LIMITED 
Philatelic Insurance Specialists 

The insurance for the serious collector providing 
peace of mind at surprisingly low cost. 

What is covered – Stamps, covers, envelopes, postcards, albums, philatelic literature, stamp 
boxes, and other articles of philatelic or postal history interest. 
Insurance against –All risks of physical loss or damage to property excluding wear, tear, 
gradual deterioration, moth, vermin, and damage or deterioration of any article directly caused 
while being worked upon or undergoing any process. 
Scope of cover – Anywhere UK (subject to prior advice of transits or locations other than the 
main dwelling for sums over £15,000) including postal or accompanied sendings  
Basis of valuation – Market value. 
Cost –Anywhere UK  £3.75 reducing to £3.00 per £1,000    
      for higher sums 
 Normally Bank  £2.50 per £1,000 (30 days withdrawal   
        any one year) 
 Bank only   £1.25 per £1,000 
For a personal quotation and prospectus write to us at the address below, telephone 
01376 563764, or visit our website www.wardrop.co.uk for more information includ-
ing lots of links to other philatelic sites and an online proposal form. 

Wardrop & Co Ltd 
PO Box 772, Coggeshall 

COLCHESTER CO6 1UW 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority  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The Journal 

Questions and Answers 

QUESTIONS 

Q519: Member Bob Robertson asks if  this cover was returned to the sender?     

I am interested in trying to explain what might have happened to this cover and would be very grateful for any 
help and advice that anyone can give me. I have gathered some information which may be relevant but wonder if  
anyone can a) correct any errors and b) add to it. 
The cover (Figures 1a and 1b, see front inside cover) is a registered envelope from 1940 which is addressed to 
Sweden and which clearly originated in Tel Aviv, at that time in Palestine. It has Tel Aviv cancels for two dates, 5th 
April 1940 and 17th May 1940, as well as what is presumably a Palestinian censor tape and a British P.C. 90 censor 
tape. It would appear that the sender intended it to travel by KLM but at some point the Air Mail label has been 
cancelled by a two bar stamp. 
In particular, I wonder how it obtained a British censor and why it has Tel Aviv cancels for two different dates  
Unfortunately, the P.C. 90 censor tape has been stuck over two of  the stamps and also obscures part of  the post-
mark. However, since the cover was also cancelled on the back, it seems reasonable to suppose that the stamps 
were postmarked on 5th April 1940. Judging from the colour, the two hidden stamps may well be 20m dull olive 
green and 3m yellow-green giving a total of  33 mills.  Boyle in Table 95 does not give postal rates to Sweden from 
Palestine but he does give rates to other Scandinavian countries.  In all cases the rate for carriage by KLM in April 
1940 was 30 mills. Since this is a registered cover it would have required additional postage. According to Furfie, 
however, the registration fee for letters in Palestine until 1 July 1940 was 13m so the cover may well have been un-
derpaid. Boyle (p541) says that, until 10 May 1940, airmail from Palestine to Western Europe could be sent by 
KLM to London via Amsterdam.  In September 1939, KLM transferred its terminus to Naples and it continued 
to use this until Italy declared war on 10 June 1940, i.e. after this cover was sent. Aitink & Hovenkamp (p16) state 
that, during 1940, mail was moved by rail between Amsterdam to Naples.  It appears (ibid) that mail to British des-
tinations in Asia and Australia generally went by British services from London but it is not clear from Aitink & 
Hovenkamp’s description whether this also applied to mail from these destinations. 
The cover could, then, have gone by KLM/rail to Amsterdam and from there on the KLM service to Shoreham, 
Sussex after which could have passed through UK censorship. There are, however, other possible routes.  One is 
from Tel Aviv to Cairo by the Egyptian airline MISR, which Boyle [Table 95 p549] indicates as an alternative to 
KLM and which required the same postage. From Cairo it would have been taken by BOAC to London which 
might explain the UK censor. Boyle (p541) says that mail for Europe could also go by Ala Littoria to Rome and 
from there on to its destination. This seems unlikely in this case because its probable onward route would be via 
Germany thereby avoiding the UK. Aitink & Hovenkamp (p20) refer to delays with mail at Tel Aviv so it is possi-
ble that, whichever route it eventually took, the cover could have remained there for a while before being forward-
ed. 
The British censor suggests that somehow the cover did arrive in the UK presumably sometime in April/May 
1940. Airmail services to Sweden at that time were disrupted by the German invasion of  Denmark and Norway 
on 9 April 1940. For example, Legg says that the final flight of  British Airways service then running between Perth 
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and Stockholm was on 2nd April 1940. Legg quotes OMB 34 of  4th May 1940 which indicates that mails for 
Sweden could now be sent via Paris and Moscow.  This, however, would have been too late for this cover. 
It could be, then, that, as no suitable service was available, the air mail instruction was cancelled and the cover was 
sent back to Tel Aviv where it was backstamped on 17th May 1940.    If  this did happen then the question arises as 
to why there are no markings to indicate that it was being returned to sender. There remain other possibilities. The 
above assumes that the UK censor label was applied in genuine circumstances rather than being fraudulently 
added in an attempt to enhance the desirability of  the cover.   The fact that the postage was insufficient suggest yet 
another scenario: the air mail instruction could have been cancelled in Palestine so any transmission would have 
been by surface mail.  If  this did occur, then it could still have reached the UK, been censored and returned to the 
sender.   
Whatever did actually happen, it seems rather unlikely that the cover ever reached its intended destination.   If  it 
had, it should, as a registered cover, received some kind of  postal marking to indicate that it had arrived. 

References 
Aitink, H E & Hovenkamp, E (2005): Bridging the Continents in Wartime,  de Luchtpostgeschiedenis Tweede 
Wereldoorlog   
Boyle, T H (1998): Airmail Operations During World War II, American Airmail Society, Minneola 
Daynes, J (2005): OMB Weekly Reports 1939 to 1944  
Legg, Bill (2011): Aspects of  World War II Routes to and from Sweden, Air Mail News Vol 53, no 211, No-
vember 

  

  Q520: Richard Saundry asks can anyone explain the postage on these WWII British air mail covers 
to Canada? 

I have experienced difficulties in coming up with sensible reasons for the postage on two WWII 
British air mail covers to Canada. 

The first cover was sent as registered air mail from Wickford, Essex, a sub-post office of  Southend-on-Sea 
on May 16, 1940 to Saskatoon using a King George VI embossed 4½d. registry stationery envelope seem-
ingly deliberately uprated with extra postage stamps to give a total of  10½d. This registered cover bearing 
a distinctive oval British registration handstamp for Southend-on-Sea the day of  posting, 16th May 1940, 
transited New York on 1st May, then both Winnipeg and Regina, Saskatoon on 3rd June, before arriving in 
Saskatoon the following day.  It appears this cover was probably forwarded by air from New York.  The 
problem with this cover is to explain the British postage? 
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The British air mail postage rate to Canada from 15th April 1939 for the combined sea to New York plus 
onward air transmission service to destination within Canada was 5d. per half  ounce, and there is no rea-
son to doubt this rate was still operative in 1940. In 1940 the British overseas registration rate was 3d., the 
surface letter rate from May 1, 1940 being 3d. per ounce.  The air mail rate was supposed be inclusive of  
the surface letter rate - thus the surface rate to Canada should not play any part in our calculations. As-
suming the registered cover weighed not more than half  an ounce the postage theoretically should have 
been 5 + 3 = 8d. On the other hand, if  this was in fact a “double weight” letter the rate should have been 
(2x5) +3 = 13d. (1s.1d).  Posted as a registered letter from a sub post office, it is unlikely both the sender 
and the postal authorities would have made a mistake with the postage.  10½d. is an inexplicable franking.  
Can anybody come up with a rational explanation for the apparent excess franking of  2½d.? 

  

The second cover to Canada, from Westbury-on-Trym, near Bristol, was posted 28th May 1942 to 
Montreal.  It was censored by the British authorities (probably in London) and the letter re-sealed with 
a P.C. 90 label “OPENED BY EXAMINER 1,850”. Arriving Montreal 9th June, it was re-directed to 
the Office of  the Superintendent Engineers of  British Ministry of  War Transport in Sydney, Nova 
Scotia (indistinct red postmark on back, and private receiving mark 11th June).  There is no evidence 
this cover transited New York. Throughout the war the British postage for mail to both the USA and 
Canada, flown the whole way, was 1s. 3d. (15d.) per half  ounce.  But this cover was franked 2s. 8d. 
(32d.) showing an apparent overpayment of  2d. for a “double weight” letter.  The franking included 
the very distinctive red 8d. postage stamp.  This was not the sort of  stamp most people would normal-
ly have in their homes or in their wallets, so we beg to suggest it was very unlikely the sender made a 
mistake using the 8d. stamp instead of  the more readily available purple 6d. stamp, nor if  the sender 
was in a hurry did he or she did use the stamps at hand and added more than enough to cover the cor-
rect postage of  2s. 6d.  So was there an operational reason for the apparent excess postage of  2d.?  
What was the British late fee in 1942? 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 
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The Quarterly Cover 

31st July 1934. Lerwick, Shetland to St Annes on Sea, Lancashire. 

On 25th March 1935 an accelerated mail service was introduced between Lerwick, Shetland and Glasgow and the 
south. This ordinary express delivery first class letter however is dated 31st July 1934 a Tuesday, and pre–dating 
the official service by some nine months. There would seem to be no reason why this should not be so, the writer 
taking advantage of  the inter–island ferry service. 
The cover was posted in Lerwick, annotated Via Kirkwall, where it received the postmark LERWICK — SHET-
LAND —/4.15PM/31 JY/34. It probably departed from Scalloway on Shetland's west coast the following day 
destined for Kirkwall, where on arrival it would have been delivered to the offices of  Highland Airways, and for-
warded to the airfield. Flown to Inverness, if  everything had been on schedule it would have arrived in time to 
connect with the rail service to Glasgow, and onwards to Lancashire. It probably was offloaded at Preston to await 
a connection to Blackpool. From there it would have been sent to its destination by special messenger. Given the 
presence of  the Air Mail label this is the only routing possible to include a flown sector. The first airmail service 
to Shetland did not start until November 1937. 
The first class postage per 2oz was 1½d, the additional 6d the express delivery fee.There was no air surcharge. 

John C Symons 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 
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Wingent P, Air mail connections between Africa and India/Ceylon. 

Air mail connection between Africa and India/Ceylon in 1932 – 
1933. 

By Peter Wingent 

Introduction 

Between January 1932 and October 1933, the connection between Imperial Airways’ African and Eastern services 
was very poor. At worst, there was a six days delay to mail after arrival at Cairo on a northbound African service 
before the departure of  an Eastern service to Karachi. This delay was the subject of  a letter of  complaint written 
by the Director-General of  the Indian G.P.O. to the British Post Office and is shown in Fig.1 [1]. 

    
Figure 1 
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The reply from the British G.P.O. is shown in Fig.2 [2]. Being unable to provide adequate reply facilities for 
the South African public and at the same time a fast connection with the Eastern service, preference was given to 
the former. 

  
Figure 2 

The table in Fig. 3 shows the duration of  delay to mails at Cairo. The October 1931 data is included to show 
that prior to the extension of  the Africa service to Cape Town, the connection at Cairo was fast. The October 
1933 data again shows a fast connection and was the final resolution of  the problem. Commencing with service 
AN135, which departed Cape Town on 4 October 1933, a day in transit time was saved between Cape Town and 
Cairo and was achieved by flying the Johannesburg – Nairobi section in two days instead of  three. No doubt this 
was facilitated by the introduction of  the AW XV Atalanta aircraft on the Cape Town – Kisumu section, which 
replaced the slower DH66s.  

Date
African service 
arrived Cairo

Eastern service 
departed Cairo

Delay to mail 
to India, etc.

October 1931 17.40 Mondays 12.00 Tuesdays Nil

January 1932 17.40 Wednesdays 12.00 Tuesdays 5 days

October 1932 Aftn. Wednesdays 12.00 Tuesdays 5 days
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Figure 3 
A further complication to the story is that although the African services passed through Cairo during this 

period, the Eastern service did not for part of  it. From October 1931 to January 1933, the Eastern service passed 
through Tiberius, on the Sea of  Galilee (referred to just as Galilee on I.A. timetables), and a ‘link service’ was op-
erated between Cairo and Galilee. Thus the days of  departure from Cairo shown in the table in Fig. 3 are actually 
the days of  departure of  the link service to Galilee. For clarification, a map of  the link service with days of  arrival 
and departure of  the services in January 1932, is shown in Fig. 4. Incidentally, the map also shows there was a 
good connection between mail coming from India for onward conveyance by southbound African services.

  
Figure 4 

Carriage of African mail by K.L.M. 
From 1928, K.L.M. had operated irregular flights between Amsterdam and Batavia but on 1 October 1931, a 

once-weekly service was inaugurated. Very quickly the Egyptian Post Office arranged to utilise the K.L.M. service 
as evidenced by the notice published in the Egyptian “Journal Officiel,” of  2 November 1931 [3], which contained 
the following announcement: 

The Post Office will utilise, effective 1st November 1931, the Dutch Air Line for the convey-
ance of  mails between Egypt and Iraq, Persia, British India, Siam, Straits Settlements and 
Dutch Indies. 

Eastward, the aircraft leaving Cairo (Almaza aerodrome) on Sunday early in the morning will 
arrive at Baghdad the same day, at Bushir and Jask on Monday, at Karachi on Tuesday …… 

However, there were restrictions placed upon K.L.M. following an ‘Exchange of  Notes’ between the British, 
Indian and Netherlands Governments which resulted in Treaty No. 42, signed in London on 3 June 1930. The 
clause relevant here, concerning the carriage of  mail by K.L.M. within India, was as follows: 

The carriage of  mail by K.L.M. across India to places beyond India in either direction will be 
permitted but air mails for delivery in India must be handed over to the Indian authorities at 
Karachi (eastbound) and in Burma (westbound). 

(My thanks to John Berridge for providing the information re this agreement.) 
The writer believes that the restriction that K.L.M. had to hand over mails at Karachi for delivery in India 

remained in place until September 1939. India Post Office Guides published between 1933 and September 1937, 
under the heading Dutch and French Air Services, all contain the statement that: 

January 1933 Aftn. Wednesdays 04.00 Wednesdays 5 days

February 1933 Aftn. Wednesdays 17.30 Tuesdays 5 days

May 1933 Aftn. Wednesdays 16.30 Tuesdays 5 days

October 1933 12.15 Tuesdays 17.30 Tuesdays Nil
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The mails from countries in the West for India and Burma are dropped at Karachi. 

However, the September 1939 P.O. Guide states that: 
The mails for India are unloaded at all airstations in India where the planes of  the Dutch and 
French services call. 

Apart from the notice in the Egyptian “Journal Officiel,” the only other reference I have seen in official doc-
uments from all of  the British Colonies in Africa to the carriage of  mail from Cairo by K.L.M. is in a Sudan Air 
Mail Leaflet, dated April 1933. An extract relating to air mail to India and Ceylon is shown in Fig. 5 by kind per-
mission of  Duncan Crewe. 

  
 Figure 5 

The delay to mail caused by the poor connection at Cairo between Imperial Airways’ African and Eastern ser-
vices is stated in Note 1 and the alternative of  carriage by K.L.M. is offered in Note 2 and section (C) of  the rates. 

Note 1 includes the statement that correspondence intended for carriage by the I.A. service from Cairo on 
Tuesdays will be sent by ordinary mail from Khartoum on Wednesdays. I have had occasion to check whether or 
not a cover was sent by this ‘ordinary mail’ and I found that the timetable in Fig. 6 is very useful. It is taken from 
“Cook’s Continental Timetable, August 1939” [4]. It shows that by 1939 there were two services per week, leaving 
Khartoum on Saturdays and Tuesdays, but I am sure the transit times would have been the same in 1932/33. 
Therefore I have added alongside a timetable as I think it would have been in 1932/33. It can be seen that the 
mail arrived in Cairo on Sundays and this fits neatly with the fact that the homeward-bound P. & O. steamers 
sailed from Port Said every Monday. 

The 1,342 miles journey from Khartoum to Cairo consisted of  three stages: 
Khartoum – Wadi Halfa 579 miles Sudan Government Railway. 
Wadi Halfa – Shellal (Aswan) 208 miles River steamer. 
Shellal – Cairo 555 miles Egyptian State Railway. 
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 First northbound African service from Cape Town 

The first Imperial Airways northbound service from Cape Town (AN47) arrived at Cairo at 12.15 on 12 Feb. 
1932. Mail to India had two possible connections: the ‘link service’ to Galilee to connect with I.A. Eastern service 
IE151 departed Cairo 16 Feb. and IE151 arrived Karachi 20th, and K.L.M. service no. 64, operated by the Fokker 
FVIIb Reiger, which departed Cairo 17 Feb. and arrived Karachi 18th. 

From the evidence of  an albeit small range of  examples, it would appear that mail sent from South and 
South-West Africa to destinations in India was flown from Cairo by the K.L.M. service and mail from the 
Rhodesias was flown from Cairo by IE151. 

  
Covers flown from Cairo by K.L.M. service 64:  Covers courtesy  Terry Hare–Walker 

Figure 7 

Covers flown from Cairo by Imperial Airways service IE151: 

Sun. 
Sat. 
Sat. 
Sat. 
Sat. 
Thurs. 
Thurs. 
Thurs. 
Wed. 
Wed.
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Figure 6

Both covers have Karachi 
cancelled h/s. of 18 Feb.
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!

Figure 8

Figure 8
Covers by courtesy of 
Terry Hare-Walker.

Both covers have Karachi 
cancelled h/s. of 20 Feb.

Covers courtesy 
of John Berridge.

Figure 9

                                                           !                                                        10                                                           



August 2016                                                                 Air Mail News                                                          Vol 59. No 234

The examples in Fig. 7 show clearly that the South and South-West Africa mail was flown by K.L.M. from 
Cairo to Karachi and arrived on 18 Feb. and mail from the Rhodesias, in Fig. 8, was flown by I.A. service IE151 
and arrived Karachi 20 Feb. Additionally, the mail via K.L.M. arrived in Calcutta on 21 Feb. whilst that via I.A. 
arrived 23rd. Similarly, the mail via K.L.M. arrived in Madras on 22 Feb., whilst that via I.A. arrived on the 24th. 

The covers from South and South-West Africa are franked 1/3d., this being the rate per ½ oz. for air mail to 
be carried by air in India. There was also a 1/- per ½ oz. rate for mail to be flown only as far as Karachi. Clearly 
the covers were flown only as far as Karachi despite being franked at the higher rate. 

There were also two rates to India from Southern Rhodesia: 11d. per ½ oz. to Karachi and 1/2d. per ½ oz. 
by air to Delhi. The upper cover in Fig. 8 is franked at the 11d. per ½ oz. rate but the two covers shown in Fig. 9 
are  inexplicably franked 1/3d. 

The 10d. franking on the cover from Broken Hill in Fig. 8 cannot be confirmed because a rate to India was 
not included in the Northern Rhodesia Gazette notices published in 1932. 

It is also of  interest to consider whether or not advantage would have been gained if  the covers had been 
flown within India, which at this time would have been from Karachi to Delhi. In a table extracted from the Indi-
an Railway Gazette of  11 Nov. 1929, the following railway distances and transit times are given: 

Karachi to Calcutta - 1,574 miles 77 hours (3 days, 5 hours) 
Karachi to Madras - 1,774 miles 83½ hours (3 days, 11½ hours) 
Delhi to Calcutta - 902 miles 27½ hours (1 day, 3½ hours) 
Delhi to Madras - 1,569 miles 71½ hours (2 days, 23½ hours) 

Thus advantage would have been gained had mail for Calcutta been flown to Delhi, but there was no advant-
age for mail to Madras. The transit datestamps on all the covers show a journey time of  three days between Kara-
chi and Calcutta and four days between Karachi and Madras, which compare well to the times given in the Railway 
Gazette. 

The table shown in Fig. 10 shows details of  covers addressed to India and flown by Imperial Airways’ first 
northbound service from Cape Town. They have been kindly provided by the friends listed in the “Acknowledge-
ments.”  Where details of  two covers are exactly the same, it is because similar covers are held by two different 
people. 

Point of origin Cairo transit Karachi cancelled Destination cancel Rate

Cape Town 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Delhi 20 Feb. 1/4d. (air stamps)

Cape Town 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Calcutta 21? unclear 1/3d.

Cape Town 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Kotal NWFP 21 Feb. 1/3d.

Cape Town 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Kotal NWFP 21 Feb. 1/3d.

Windhoek 12 Feb. Not cancelled Delhi 20 Feb. 1/8d. registered 
(2 x 10d. air stamps)

Windhoek No 18 Feb. Madras 22 Feb. 1/3d.

Windhoek No 18 Feb. Calcutta 21 Feb. 1/3d.

Windhoek No 18 Feb. Calcutta 21 Feb. 1/3d.

Windhoek No 18 Feb. Calcutta 21 Feb. 1/3d.

Kimberley 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Madras 22 Feb. 1/3d.

Lobatsi 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Madras 22 Feb. 1/5d.

Pietersburg No 20 Feb. Calcutta 23 Feb. 1/3d.

Bulawayo No 20 Feb. Kotal NWFP 23 Feb. 1/3d.

Bulawayo No Not cancelled Madras 24 Feb. 1/3d.

Bulawayo No 20 Feb. Calcutta 23 Feb. 11d.
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Figure 10 
Having written earlier that it appears that mail from South and South-West Africa was flown from Cairo by 

K.L.M. and that from the Rhodesias by Imperial Airways, the table highlights one exception: the cover from 
Pietersburg to Calcutta, which arrived at Karachi on 20 February. The reason for this could be that the Johannes-
burg post office sorted and re-bagged mail arriving there from Cape Town, etc. because a number of  the covers 
have a Johannesburg backstamp of  27 Jan. However, as Pietersburg was the call after Jo’burg., mail from there was 
bagged differently, resulting in the mail being carried by Imperial Airways from Cairo. 
Commercial mail carried by K.L.M. from Cairo to Karachi: 

Example 1: 
Mail flown from Africa to destinations on the eastern route is not particularly common in the period under 

consideration. I have two examples of  covers which I believe were flown by K.L.M. from Cairo to Karachi. The 
first, shown in Fig. 11, requires a rather complicated explanation of  the rate and routing. The Sudan introduced 
combined rates of  postage on 5 March 1932 and I am assuming that these were the same as those given in the Air 
Mail Leaflet in Fig. 5. The cover is franked 90 mil. of  which 20 mil. paid for registration, leaving a 70 mil. air fee. 
According to the leaflet, this was the rate for the first 20 grm. by air via K.L.M. from Khartoum to Karachi and in 
India. However, the cover was posted in August 1932 and the only air service in India at this time was from Kara-
chi to Delhi, which would offer no advantage for mail to Ceylon. 

The cover was flown by I.A. African service AN77, which departed Khartoum 1 Sept. and arrived Cairo the 
next day: two days late due to the forced landing of  the City of  Stonehaven at Malakal. The following is the pattern 
of  I.A. and K.L.M. services from Cairo at this time: 

I.A. service IE179 dep. Tiberius 31 Aug. (link service dep. Cairo 30 Aug.) 
K.L.M. service 93 dep. Cairo 4 Sept.; arr. Karachi 6 Sept. 
I.A. service IE180 dep. Tiberius 7 Sept.; arr. Karachi 9 Sept. (link service dep. Cairo 6 Sept.) 
The train journey from Karachi to Colombo took a minimum of  six days and thus the Colombo arrival 

datestamp of  13 Sept. proves the cover could not have been carried by IE180 because arrival at Karachi on the 
9th would have given only four days for the train journey. K.L.M. service 93 was operated by the Fokker FXVIII 
P e l i k a a n ( P H - A I P ) .

  
Figure 11 

Example 2: 
The cover shown in Fig. 12 was posted at Johannesburg on 5 July 1933 and is franked 7/-, comprising 7 x 1/- 

per ½ oz. air mail rate from South Africa to Karachi only and must have weighed between 3 and 3½ oz. It was 

Broken Hill No 20 Feb. Madras 24 Feb. 10d.
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flown by I.A. service AN122, which departed Jo’burg. at 07.30 on 6 July and arrived Cairo in the afternoon of  the 
12th. The following is the pattern of  I.A. and K.L.M. services from Cairo at this time: 

I.A. service IE224 dep. Cairo 11 July. 
K.L.M. service 138 dep. Cairo15 July; arr. Karachi 17 July. 
I.A. service IE235 dep. Cairo18 July; arr. Karachi 22 July. 

The Indo.Ceylon T.P.O. operated between Talaimannar Pier and Colombo. The T.P.O. backstamp on the 
cover of  23 July configures well with the arrival at Karachi on the 17th to give the usual six days transit time for 
the rail journey. K.L.M. service 138 was operated by the Fokker FXVIII Kwartel (PH-AIQ). Had the cover been 
flown by the Tata Karachi – Madras service (for which the postage would have been 8/9d.) the cover would have 
arrived two days earlier. 

  
Figure 12 

Commercial mail carried by Imperial Airways from Cairo to Karachi 

  
Figure 13
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Example 1 (delayed 5 days at Cairo): 
The cover shown in Fig. 13 has no backstamps but the ‘Karachi Cancelled’ handstamp on the front is dated 26 Feb. 

1932, proving arrival by an I.A. service. The cover departed Nairobi on 15 Feb. via service AN49 which arrived Cairo at 
16.25 on the 19th. (The link service to Tiberius to connect with Eastern service IE151 departed Cairo 12.00 on the 19th). 
The cover was flown from Cairo to Tiberius by the link service on 23 Feb. to connect with I.A. Eastern service IE152, 
which departed 24 Feb. and arrived Karachi 26th. 

Example 2 (delayed 5 days at Cairo): 
The cover shown in Fig. 14 was posted in Cape Town on 4 October 1932 and was flown by I.A. service AN83 to 

Cairo, where it arrived at 14.35 on the 12th. (The link service to Tiberius to connect with Eastern service IE185 departed 
Cairo 12.00 on the 11th). The cover was flown from Cairo to Tiberius by the link service on 18 Oct. to connect with I.A. 
Eastern service IE186, which departed 19 Oct. and arrived Karachi 21st, as confirmed by the Karachi arrival backstamp of  
that date. Cover is franked at the 1/- per ½ oz. rate. 

  
Figure 14 

A final irony 

  Figure 15 (Courtesy of  Terry Hare-Walker)
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As stated earlier, the Imperial Airways African service was accelerated in October 1933 in order that an immediate 
connection could be made at Cairo with Eastern services. This commenced with service AN135, which departed Cape 
Town 4 Oct. 1933 and arrived Cairo at 11.55 on the 10th. The cover shown in Fig. 15 was sent by this service and should 
have been carried by Eastern service IE237 which departed Cairo on 11 Oct. and arrived Karachi on the 12th. However, 
the ‘Karachi Cancelled’ handstamp on the front is dated 16 Oct., the day that K.L.M. service 151 arrived, having departed 
Cairo on the 14th, operated by the Fokker FXVIII Snip (PH-AIS). Why was the cover not flown to Calcutta by I.A. service 
IE237???  It is yet another example of  a cover which was paid at the higher 1/3d. rate for carriage by air in India but flown 
only to Karachi by K.L.M. apparently at the whim of  the Cairo Post Office. 

Conclusions 
It is difficult to draw any firm conclusions from such a small sample of  covers and without documentary evidence to 

explain why some mail was forwarded via K.L.M. from Cairo and some via Imperial Airways. I have been surprised to find 
examples of  commercial mail apparently randomly sent via the K.L.M. service given that the norm in the 1930s was for 
countries to go to great lengths to ensure that air mail from the mother country and its colonies was carried by their own 
airlines. 

In addition, whilst Egypt and The Sudan advertised carriage by the K.L.M. service, albeit at higher rates than via I.A., I 
have never seen a mention in any form of  official document or correspondence of  carriage by K.L.M. from any other Brit-
ish African colony. 

I would welcome any comments, corrections, further information and examples of  interesting covers relating to this 
subject. 

Acknowledgements 
My thanks are due to Terry Hare-Walker, Duncan Crewe, John Berridge, Stan Wheatcroft and Bryan Stokoe for sup-

plying illustrations and details of  covers in their collections. Of the covers listed in the table in Fig. 10, only one is mine and 
thus it is obvious that without their help I could not have written this article. (Covers shown in Figs. 7 (top) and 11 to 14 are 
from the author’s collection). 

Postscript 
Since writing the above, which relates only to air mail from Africa to India in the period 1932 to 1933, more informa-

tion has come to light regarding the restrictions placed on K.L.M. (and indeed on Air France) on the carriage of  mail to and 
from India over a broader period. It seems a pity not to share this information and so my additional findings are given be-
low. Thanks are due to John Berridge, Jeffrey Brown and Max Smith for guiding me to reference sources. 

  
First acceptance of  mail carried from and to Calcutta by K.L.M. 

As described previously, Treaty No. 42 of  3 June 1930 required K.L.M. to hand over westbound mails for India in 
Burma (Rangoon). TSchroots [5] states that in October 1932 there was an important change in attitude by the British India 
government regarding mail carried by K.L.M. which came about due to the endless work of  Consul-General Visser in Cal-

Figure 16 
Cover courtesy of John Berridge.
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cutta and the Java – Bangalau Line. An agreement was reached allowing K.L.M. to carry mail eastward from Calcutta and 
also to land westbound mail from Rangoon and Akyab at Calcutta. 

Souvenir covers were carried by K.L.M. on the first acceptance from Calcutta. An example is shown in Fig. 16 which 
was flown by K.L.M. service no. 97 which departed Calcutta 6 October 1932 and arrived at Palembang on the 8th. It is 
franked 7 as. per ½ oz. air fee to D.E.I. + 3½ as. first oz. ordinary postage. 

In the westbound direction, K.L.M. were limited to carrying air mail from Karachi only to Persia (Jask and Bushire). 
This applied from 1 March 1933 [6]. 
Indian Post Office regulations 

The Indian Post Office Guides set out the rules governing carriage of  mails by both K.L.M. and Air Orient/Air 
France very clearly and those from a 1933 edition are quoted below: 

1. Correspondence, both registered and unregistered, for Siam, the Malay States, the 
Straits Settlements and the Dutch East Indies, are accepted for transmission by air by the 
Dutch (K.L.M.) air service. 

2. Correspondence for Siam and French Colonies in Indo-China are also accepted for 
transmission by air by the French (Air Orient) air service. 

3. In the above-mentioned cases, articles originating in India are carried by air from Cal-
cutta. Articles originating in Burma are loaded at Akyab and Rangoon, whichever is found to 
be the nearest airport. In the event of  there being an Indian internal air service which will 
expedite carriage to Calcutta, the articles will also be carried by air by that internal service. 

4. Internal air mail within India and Burma is not carried by the K.L.M. or Air Orient 
services. As an exception to this, only correspondence posted in Burma for transmission by 
air to countries west of  India will be accepted for transmission by air from Rangoon or 
Akyab to Calcutta by the Dutch or French air services. Such correspondence will be carried 
also by air in India from Delhi to Karachi by the Indian internal air service, if  and when that 
service offers any advantage, and from Karachi by Imperial Airways. The Dutch or the 
French service is not used for the despatch of  air mails from India to countries west of  Kara-
chi except Persia. In the opposite direction, the mails from countries in the West for India and 
Burma are dropped at Karachi. Mails from the East for Burma are unloaded at Rangoon or 
Akyab and for India at Calcutta. 

The copy of  the 1933 Guide which I hold, quoted above, gives no indication of  the month in which it was written. 
However, from the text it is possible to conclude that it was before August 1933 since the French service is stated to be 
operated by Air Orient, which was one of  the airlines absorbed into Air France when it was created in August 1933. 

The regulations given above were also published in the 1934 and September 1937 Indian P.O. Guides. However, the 
April 1935 Guide differs in that paragraph 1 is omitted, i.e. the K.L.M. service was no longer permitted to carry air mail 
eastward from Calcutta. In this Guide paragraph 4 above became paragraph 3 and all the other regulations still applied. Ro-
gers [7] sheds some light on this, stating that, 

Coincident with the duplication of  the K.L.M. service to Europe, the British postal au-
thorities forbade the conveyance of  mail by this service from London to India and Malaya as 
from October 2nd 1935. The reason given was that there was insufficient air mail traffic on 
this route to justify the use of  two airlines. Fears were expressed in Singapore that the prohib-
ition would also be applied in the homeward direction but apparently this did not occur. The 
prohibition was lifted in early 1936. 

Clearly there is a disparity between the dates given by Rogers (October 1935 – early 1936)  and the date of  the Indian 
P.O. Guide (April 1935). However, The P.O. Guide is referring to mail from India sent eastwards and Rogers is referring to 
mail from the U.K. I cannot provide a definitive answer but can only conjecture that perhaps it was circa April 1935 that 
mail from India ceased to be sent from Calcutta eastwards and that it was October 1935 that mail from the U.K. ceased to 
be accepted. Probably both were accepted again early in 1936. Can any reader provide a more precise explanation of  these 
events? 

The Sept. 1937 India P.O. Guide confirms that the restrictions upon K.L.M. had returned to those which applied prior 
to April 1935. I surmise that they then applied until they were lifted in September 1939 but I have no documentary evid-
ence to support this. Again, any further information would be appreciated. 
First published in the Journal of  the Aerophilatelic Society of  Southern Africa, June 2012. 
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❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

Crewe D, Waddon Aerodrome postmarks 

Waddon Aerodrome postmarks 

Duncan Crewe	

Waddon aerodrome became the Customs Airport of  London on 29th March 1920. It is unclear when postal facili-
ties were first available there though the postcard (Fig 1) shows that there was a post office established in one of  
the old RFC huts at some point.  

  
Figure 1 
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The Type I Waddon Aerodrome cancel, shown below appeared in the Post Office proof  book on 21st October 
1921.  1

  
Type 1	

Whether the aerodrome post office pre–dated this is an interesting question. I have a cover from the Netherlands 
that was flown into Croydon on 3rd June 1921 which received a strike of  the Croydon cancel shown below indi-
cating that it had been handled by a Croydon post office.  

  

As the cover was addressed to the Isle of  Wight it would seem that it was possible that this cancel had been allo-
cated to the aerodrome post office and that the mail was handed in there on arrival. It could of  course have been 
handled by the Croydon town office but I would have thought it more likely that the mail would have been sent to 
the London Head Office for sorting and distribution. 	
The earliest strike of  the Type I Waddon Aerodrome cancel that I have is dated 26th June 1923 on a registered 
cover to Switzerland (Fig 3) that was flown to Paris by Handley Page.  

  Figure 3 

It was not until 16th August that the company extended its service to Zurich.  

	Mar&n	Smith	Croydon	Aerodrome	cancels	Air	Mail	News	June	1994,	p651

                                                           !                                                        20                                                           



August 2016                                                                 Air Mail News                                                          Vol 59. No 234

The latest example that I have on cover is dated 17th May 1926 (Fig 4 ) though I have a strike dated 5th January 
1927 on a parcel post label and a COD docket for the same parcel sent by Air Express to Croydon for delivery in 
Sussex Fig 5. 

  
Figure 4 

  
Figure 5 

The new Croydon Airport terminal came into use on 30th January 1928 (though it was not officially opened until 
May) and there was a post office in the new terminal building. Just when the Type I Waddon cancel was with-
drawn from use and the Type II Croydon aerodrome cancel introduced is unclear. The earliest use of  the Type II 
(Fig 6) cancel that I have seen is on first flight covers to India dated 30th March 1929. 
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Type II cancel 

I would be interested to hear if  anyone can extend the Type I Waddon aerodrome cancel beyond 5 January 1927 
or indeed has examples of  the Type II Croydon Aerodrome cancel used prior to March 1929. 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 

En Route from St Mary’s Airport to St Just Airport. 

  

A DH 94 Dragon en route from St Mary’s Airport, Isles of  Scilly to St Just Airport, West 
Cornwall. Owned by Great Western and Southern Air Lines, this Dragon is one of  two 
operating over this short hop across the sea, carrying passengers, freight and mail. It is 
either G–ACPY or G–ADDI, but the illustration offers no evidence as to which. If  it was 
the former, it was the aircraft shot  down by a German fighter on 27th October 1941 with 
the loss of  the passengers, a family of  five and the pilot. One body was recovered some 
time later of  Newquay, Cornwall. 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Kimpton L, Australian Air Mail across the Pacific and the Atlantic.    

Australian Air Mail across the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, 1937-1945 

Laurence Kimpton 

Over the past 20 years or so interest in the airmails of  the Second World War has grown, encouraged by the publication of  
books on the subject 1,2. Various queries about Australian covers of  this period appeared in the British Society of  Australian 
Philately’s (BSAP) Bulletin between 1900 and 2005. Bill Legg, member of  both British Air Mail Society (BAMS) and BSAP, 
researched into the matter of  Australian Second World War airmails and obtained from Australia copies of  the Australian 
Post Office's Tables of  Air Mail Charges and Air Mail Notices which provide the information for working out air mail rates on 
covers, often with high frankings. (A folder containing these tables and other information compiled by Bill Legg is held in 
the BAMS library). As a result of  partially answered queries and the information compiled by Bill, in 2006 I wrote an article 
for the BSAP’s Bulletin  in three parts3 on Australian airmails across the Pacific Ocean to North America and Europe be-
tween 1937 and 1945. This article is an updated and expanded version of  my 2006 article and is also in three parts, the first 
part in this issue of  Air Mail News. Also, more consideration is given to incoming mails than in the original article.  

The story will begin two years before the Second World War when Australian mail began to be flown across the Pacific. 
Part 1 will consider air mail via Pan American Airways’ North Pacific service from Hong Kong to San Francisco between 
1937 and 1941. Part 2 will consider air mail via Pan American Airways’ South Pacific service from Auckland to San 
Francisco between 1940 and 1941. Part 3 will deal with mail sent by surface to USA for onward air transport to Europe 
between 1942 and 1944; also, the use of  American and British military air services across the Pacific and Atlantic for mail 
during this period and mail to Australia via Swedish trans-Atlantic flights in 1945. 

Part 1. Air Mail via PAA’s North Pacific Service (FAM 14) from Hong Kong to San 
Francisco, 1937-1941 

Until April 1937 the quickest route for mail from Australia to North America was via the Empire air route to 
Britain and then across the Atlantic by ship. In April 1937 Pan American Airways extended the American Foreign 
Air Mail Contract 14 (FAM 14) San Francisco-Manila route to Hong Kong. First flight mail included items ad-
dressed to Australia (Fig. 1). The first return flight left Hong Kong on 29th April 1937, arriving at San Francisco 
on 4 May. 

  
The North Pacific service was initially operated by a fleet of  three Martin M-130 flying boats between San Francisco 

and Manila, with the Manila-Hong Kong leg being operated by Sikorsky S42 flying boat Hong Kong Clipper. On 28th July 
1938 the Martin M-130 Hawaiian Clipper was lost between Guam and Manila. With only two aircraft to operate the ser-
vice, the weekly schedule was disrupted. In February and March 1939 two Boeing B-314 flying boats were introduced, 
and with four aircraft now available, a regular weekly schedule became possible again, with the aircraft operating through 

Fig. 1. 19th April 1937. Cover addressed to Australia flown on PAA first flight from San Francisco to Hong 
Kong. Backstamped at Hong Kong on 28th April and at Melbourne on 7th May.
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to Hong Kong. From Australia, connection with FAM 14 at Hong Kong was by Qantas to Singapore and Imperial Air-
ways to Bangkok (from July 1938 by Qantas or Imperial Airways flying boat to Bangkok) and then by the Imperial Air-
ways branch service to Hong Kong. 

  
Australian mail for USA (at the rate of  4s 8d for the first half  ounce and 4s 7d for each additional half  ounce) and 

Canada (at the rate of  4s 7d for both the first and additional half  ounces) was accepted from the first flight of  the North 
Pacific service. Fig. 2 shows a first flight cover at the 4s 7d rate to Canada and Figs. 3 and 4 show covers to USA flown on 
later flights. Throughout the period from 1937 to 1945 it was the usual practice of  the Australian Post Office to charge 1d 
less than the first half  ounce for each additional half  ounce to non-Empire destinations; to Empire destinations the same 
charge applied for every half  ounce, including the first. The apparent anomaly of  the first half  ounce to Canada being 
cheaper by 1d than the first half  ounce to USA also persisted throughout this period, despite trans-Pacific airmail to Canada 
being routed through San Francisco. 

  
The Australian PMG’s Department Table of  Air Mail Charges of  5th September 19393 (issued following the 

outbreak of  war) confirms the 4s 8d (4s 7d) rate to USA and the 4s 7d rate to Canada and also lists a 3s 4d (3/3) 
rate to Hawaii (Fig. 5). The postal rates were very high compared with the westward route by air to the United 
Kingdom then  by sea to North America at the rates of  1s 7d (1s 6d for second and subsequent half  ounces) to 
USA and 1s 6d to Canada. Therefore mail flown via FAM 14 is quite scarce. An Air Mail Notice dated 9th No-
vember 19395 again quotes the rate to USA as 4s 8d (4s 7d) per half  ounce, but states the rate to Canada as being 

Fig. 2. 19 April 1937. Cover from Sydney to Canada flown on PAA first flight from Hong Kong (backstamped 
27 April) to San Francisco (backstamped 4 May). Rate: 4s 7d per half ounce. The blue flight cachet, applied 
in Hong Kong, depicts a Martin M-130 flying boat.

Fig. 3. 10th August 1937. Cover from Melbourne to 
USA via Hong Kong. Backstamped at Hong Kong 
on 17th August. Rate: 4s 8d per half ounce. Fig. 4. 28th September 1938. Registered cover from Sydney to USA via Hong 

Kong. Backstamped at Hong Kong on 6th October, at Honolulu on 18th October 
and at Washington DC on 21st October. Rate: 18s 8d for a registered cover 
weighing between 1½ and 2 ounces (4s 8d for ½oz, 4s 7d x3 for subsequent ½ 
ounces, registration 3d) but franked 18d 11d. Possibly the sender or post office 
clerk forgot that the extra ½ozs were 1d less than the first ½oz.
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4s 3d per half  ounce. I have not seen any covers franked at this rate and wonder if  this was an error, because a 
subsequent Air Mail Notice dated 16th July 19406 quotes the original 4s 7d rate again. 

  
Mail from USA to Australia via FAM 14 (at the rate of 70c per half  ounce, Fig. 6) appears to be less scarce. American mail 

for Australia could also be flown as far as Hawaii, continuing its journey by ship, at the rate of 25c per half  ounce (Fig. 7). 

  
The FAM 14 North Pacific service became of  greater importance when on 11th June 1940 all Empire services 

were suspended following the fall of  France and the entry of  Italy into the war. The Empire air route was cut in 
the Mediterranean and westward mail to the United Kingdom and neutral countries in Europe was sent via the 
Horseshoe route (air to Durban via Cairo, thence by sea). FAM 14 was now the only (relatively) quick air mail 
route between Australia and North America. Fig. 8 shows a cover to Trinidad and Fig. 9 a cover from Canada to 
Australia. 

Fig. 5. 30th September 1938. Cover from Yarrawonga, Victoria, to Honolulu via Hong Kong. Backstamped at 
Hong Kong on 9th October. Rate: 3s 4d per half ounce.

Fig. 6. 18th August 1939. Cover from USA to Aus-
tralia via Hong Kong. Backstamped at Hong Kong 
on 3rd September and at Melbourne on 12th. Sep-
tember. War had broken out en route so the cover 
received a censor mark on arrival at Melbourne. 
Rate: 70c per half ounce. 

Fig. 7. 10th May 1940. Cover from USA to Australia endorsed "Via Trans-
Pacific Air Service to Honolulu. Steamer thereon." Franked 20c, rather 
than correct rate of 25c per half ounce, thus subject to 2½d postage due 
at Sydney. Backstamped at Sydney on 7th May. Censored at Sydney. 
Readdressed to Christchurch, New Zealand (postmarked 10th May) and 
again to Sydney. 

                                                           !                                                        25                                                           



August 2016                                                                 Air Mail News                                                          Vol 59. No 234

   
On 20th June 1940 mail to the United Kingdom was accepted via the North Pacific service at the rate of  6s 5d 

per half  ounce (Fig. 10). This mail continued its journey from San Francisco by air across the USA, Pan American 
Airways' FAM 18 from New York to Lisbon and BOAC from Lisbon to the United Kingdom. Mail flown at the 
6s 5d rate is scarce because for such a large cost the service was still relatively slow (about 30 days compared with 
40 to 50 days for the Horseshoe Route at the rate of  1s 6d)7. Rather strangely, the Australian Post Office (Air Mail 
Notice, 16th July 1940)6 stated that mail flown all the way to United Kingdom should be endorsed “by air Aus-
tralia-Hong Kong-Canada-England”, although the routing was via San Francisco and New York. Also on 20th 
June 1940, mail to the United Kingdom was accepted at the rate of  4s 7d per half  ounce (Fig.11), by air to the east 
coast of  USA or Canada, then by ship to United Kingdom. Even less mail seems to have been carried at the 4s 7d 
rate than the 6s 5d rate as even more time was taken (usually as long as mail sent via the Horseshoe Route) and 
the trans-Atlantic sea crossing was very hazardous. The cover shown in Fig.11 is one of  the few surviving. 

  
It has sometimes been thought that Australian mail via the North Pacific service ceased after only a month, as 

from 16 July 1940 mail was accepted via PAA’s newly opened FAM 19 service from Auckland to San Francisco 

Fig. 8. 19th August 1940. Cover from Adelaide to Trinidad via 
Hong Kong. Backstamped at Hong Kong on 28th August and at 
Port of Spain on 12th September. Censored at Adelaide and at 
Hong Kong. Rate: 4s 8d per half ounce. 

Fig. 9. 19th May 1940. Cover from Ottawa, Canada to Perth via 
the North Pacific service. Flown by TCA to Vancouver, United 
Airlines to San Francisco, PAA to Hong Kong (backstamped 
and censored on 4th June), Imperial Airways to Bangkok, Im-
perial Airways/Qantas to Darwin, MacRobertson-Miller Airlines 
to Perth. Rate: 90c per half ounce. 

Fig. 10. 29th June 1940. Cover from Newcastle, NSW, to Eng-
land. Flown via Hong Kong, PAA North Pacific service and PAA 
trans-Atlantic service to Lisbon. No backstamps. Censored at 
Newcastle (9 dot seal). It would have been flown on the second 
service at the rate of 6s 5d per half ounce to the United King-
dom, departing on 3rd July and arriving at Bangkok on 9th July. 
Departure for Hong Kong from Bangkok was delayed by 6 days 
because of problems with the Vichy French authorities in In-
dochina. 

Fig. 11. 20th August 1940. Cover from Fairlight, NSW, to Eng-
land at the rate of 4s 7d per half ounce, (air via Hong Kong as 
far as east coast of USA or Canada, then by sea across the 
Atlantic). No backstamps. Censored at Sydney. 
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(with connection via TEAL’s Sydney-Auckland service), slightly cheaper at the rate of  5s 10d by air throughout to 
United Kingdom and usually quicker (17 to 30 days). However, the Air Mail Notice of  16th July 19406 lists both 
the North and South Pacific routes as available for mail to North America and United Kingdom. Fig. 12 shows a 
cover at the 6/5 rate dispatched in November 1940. The FAM 19 service from Auckland was flown only once a 
fortnight, but the FAM 14 service from Hong Kong was weekly. If  a sender just missed a dispatch from Sydney to 
connect with a TEAL flight from Auckland, then dispatch via Hong Kong and the North Pacific service could get 
a letter to San Francisco before the next flight from Auckland. Use of  tables in Aitink and Hovenkamp2 shows 
that the cover in Fig. 12, posted in Western Australia on 11 November, should have got to San Francisco just a day 
before the first available flight from Auckland; the extra 7d paid hardly seems well spent! Unfortunately the cover 
bears no transit marks to prove this. (The absence of  Hong Kong backstamps and censor marks appears to be 
usual for covers at the 6s 5d and 4s 7d rates to the United Kingdom). 

The  Imperial Airways Bangkok-Hong Kong service encountered problems with the Vichy French authorities 
in Indochina; services were suspended for two flights from Bangkok in June 1940, three in July and then for two 
flights in early October 1940. On 15th October 1940 the service was suspended; it was never restarted and was 
replaced by CNAC’s service from Rangoon to Hong Kong via Chungking; thus the endorsement "via China and 
United States" on the cover shown in Fig. 12. 

  
Fig. 13 shows a cover from England to Australia flown via the North Pacific service, with the clear evidence 

of  a Hong Kong backstamp and censor mark. Mail from United Kingdom to Australia via PAA's North Atlantic 
service was usually routed via the South Pacific service to Auckland, once it had become available in July 1940. 
However, this cover took advantage of  the weekly schedule of  the North Pacific service (the South Pacific service 
being fortnightly). The US Post Office Guide, July Supplement, 1940 8, having referred to the resumption of  the British 
air mail service from Hong Kong to Bangkok (following the suspension of  services in June mentioned above) 
states “air mails for Australia will be routed via Auckland," but also, "as well as Hong Kong”. Mail for Australia 
would be dispatched from San Francisco by whichever service offered the quickest delivery time. The cover in Fig. 
13 would have just missed the FAM 19 flight to Auckland on 10th August 1940. The next FAM 19 flight was on 
24th August so it was despatched on the FAM 14 flight to Hong Kong departing San Francisco on 13th August, 
arriving at Hong Kong on 23rd August, the date of  the Hong Kong backstamp. Arrival in Darwin, to catch the 
Guinea Airways service to Adelaide, would have been on 29th August. By the end of  1940 the North Pacific route 
was of  little significance for Australian mail. The service ended in December 1941 following the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbour. 

Fig. 12. 11 November 1940. Cover from Geraldton, Western Australia to England. Endorsed "via China and 
United States." Flown via PAA North Pacific service and PAA trans-Atlantic service to Lisbon. (Perth to Dar-
win via MacRobertson-Miller Airlines). Rate: 6/5 per half ounce. No backstamps. Censored at Perth. 
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Fig. 13. 6th August 1940. Cover at the rate of 4s 6d per half ounce from London to Australia unusually flown 
via the North Pacific service. Backstamped at Hong Kong on 23rd August. Censored at Hong Kong and Ade-
laide (the small V in circle was usually applied to outgoing unopened mail). 

Fig. 14. Postcard of Pan American Airways Martin M-130 China 
Clipper which operated on the North Pacific Service.
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Arrow N, Canadian Air Mail Cover to South Africa – 1939 

Canadian Air Mail Cover to South Africa – 1939 

Nicholas Arrow 

I was fortunate enough to obtain the cover illustrated below.   I have long been interested in airmails flown to, 
from or over South African territory, which were carried prior to the outbreak of  WWII, and we are of  course 
aware that in the latter half  of  1939, services by air were inaugurated between England and America.   Pan Amer-
ican Airways were the first to introduce an air service linking the two continents, inaugurating both their “South-
ern” and “Northern” routes but Imperial Airways were not far behind with their service from Southampton to 
New York. 

Mail from South Africa to America on the return of  either of  the Panam flights, or the inaugural Imperial 
Airways flight, is extremely rare - indeed I do not know if  any mail was carried on either of  the Panam return 
flights to America - but mail can be found from America or Canada and carried to South Africa both by the 
Panam services as well as by the return flight of  the Imperial Airways service. 

One such item, carried by Imperial Airways, is the subject of  this short article, and the front is illustrated be-
low in full - the obverse side is reduced. 

 	

When I acquired this cover, the problems seemed numerous because of  the Dublin marking (#8), which made no 
sense at all.   However I have received a huge amount of  information from Chris Hargreaves, to whom full ac-
knowledgement is given.   This is really his article, and it is only compiled by me because of  inadequate publica-
tion time. 

Without wishing to overstate the obvious, the cover is addressed initially to Durban.   The appropriate mark-
ings involving the flight to South Africa are - 

1. The typed flight instructions in the top left corner. 
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2. The application of  the cachet in the lower left of  the front (which is not the same as the cachet im-
pressed on two other items in my collection from Montreal). 
3. The postmark on the various stamps (Montreal - 7 Au 39). 
4. The number “1465”, although I freely admit that initially I thought that this was some sort of  count-
ing method to record the total number of  covers carried.   I did not appreciate the significance of  this 
until it was explained to me by Chris. 

The cover was put on board the Flight DS 223, which left Southampton on the 16th August and arrived in 
Durban on the 21st August, 1 day, late as the start of  the flight was delayed by a faulty generator and it was impos-
sible to make the time up en route. 1, 2 

After it arrived in South Africa, the cover was almost immediately returned, by Registered mail, to the sender, 
and the appropriate markings are: 

5. Durban postmark of  the 22nd August 1939 (on both front and of  the cover).  
6. Toronto arrival mark(s) of  the 5th September 1939.  
7. Hamilton arrival mark of  the same day. 
The postal rate paid was 6d (apparently intended to cover the 4d Registration fee plus 1½d under the EAMS, 

with an overfranking of  ½d).   The cover left Durban on Flight DN 225, on the 24th August and arrived finally in 
Hamilton on the 5th September.3 

There were two major queries concerning this cover which were immediately apparent.   The first peculiarity 
is the large oval postal marking (#8) dated the 11th August 1939, in the centre of  the back of  the cover, applied in 
Dublin (“B’L’Ath Cliath” is Dublin in Irish) - amplified by use of  the word “Deimhnithe” which means “regis-
tered”.   As the Imperial Airways service was from New York - Montreal - Botwood (Newfoundland) - Foynes 
(West coast of  Ireland) - Southampton, the cover should never have gone within 100 miles of  Dublin!   Secondly, 
why was the item franked 40c which seems a huge amount for an item to be transferred from one member of  the 
British Empire to another, as the EAMS required postage of  1½d only?    

So what went wrong? 
The answer to the first mystery lies in the layout of  the cachet as well as to the word in red type, partially ob-

scured by the South African stamp, “[Registe}red”. 
What I did not know, but which Chris clearly explained to me, is that there were three different cachets for 

this flight applied in the Montreal Post Office, reading “Montreal - Botwood”, “Montreal to Foynes” and “Mont-
real - Southampton”.   Chris advised me: 

To obtain the cachet, the cover would have been sent to the Montreal Post Office ahead 
of  the flight. In keeping with Post Office instructions, it is endorsed "Montreal - 
Foynes" to indicate which of  the three cachets was required, but addressed to its final 
destination in South Africa. 

So the typed instruction at the top of  the cover (#1) was crucial to the primary destination of  the cover, 
Foynes, and not Southampton.   Consequently the cover was marked with the “Montreal - Foynes” cachet, and 
bagged for taking off  at Foynes.   It was thence transferred to Dublin, where it received the Dublin R-mark (#8)3, 
sent on to England, and carried on flight DS223, as stated above. 

My confusion as to the amount of  the franking is due to my failure to appreciate that on joining the EAMS, 
Canada’s participation was limited to the cost of  transmission beyond England, the rate being 6c.   This cover had 
first of  all to get to England, and, on transatlantic mail becoming a reality, the rate for mail carried by air over the 
Atlantic as regulated by the Canadian authorities was 30c (plus 10c for registration), wherever the ultimate destina-
tion in countries which participated in the EAMS (and for Europe) might be. 

The fact of  the cover being registered in Canada also accounts for the “1465” (#4).   The cover was sent to 
the Montreal Post Office inside another cover, ahead of  the flight.   The typed instructions and 40c franking indi-
cated that it should receive registered handling when it left Montreal.   The number “1465” and the Dublin 
“Deimhnithe” backstamp show that it did receive this4, albeit without a label being used.   I think I could be for-
given for mistaking that, although I must admit that I had failed to grasp the significance of  the “…red” by the 
side of  the South African stamp. 

However, in discussion with Peter Wingent and Chris Hargreaves, a further problem about this cover turned 
up.   The rate for mails sent across the Atlantic is shrouded in confusion.   Without wishing to overcomplicate an 
already lengthy article, mail intended to be carried by surface mail to America and by air mail in America was 1/3 
(ie as was the case until the Panam service was inaugurated in May 1939), and no-one seems to have fixed the rate 
for airmail all the way, ie including the transatlantic crossing, until the 29th August, when it was agreed at ⅓ 5. Con-
sequently, when this cover was remailed to Hamilton, the payment of  6d actually covered only the EAMS rate of  
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1½d to England and surface mail to Canada.   How did the item manage to get to its destination by the 5th Sep-
tember? 

There are three possibilities - 
a. It could have been put on the Panam transatlantic which service left Southampton on the 30th August, 

and arrived in New York the following day (acknowledgement John Symons).   This would have left suffi-
cient time for the cover to have been rerouted to Montreal, and on to Hamilton, even by surface mail.    

b. Peter Wingent advises that it is possible that the item was carried by the Cunard liner “Queen Mary” 
which left Southampton on the 30th August, and scheduled to reach New York on the 4th September, but 
he and I both doubt that the American PO would then forward the item to Montreal by air, in time for 
the cover to have arrived in Montreal on the 5th September.    

c. It seems more likely, however, that the item was actually flown by the 5th Imperial Airways transatlantic 
service (which left Southampton on the 4th September and arrived in Montreal on the 5th which agrees 
with the Montreal arrival mark of  that date) 

, with the Durban authorities bagging the item for return by the “all-up” system as a result of  their confusion 
as to the correct rate, and no-one bothering to do anything about it anywhere along the line, despite the 
substantial under payment! 

So there it is - all mysteries revealed – well more or less.   Seemples!   Or perhaps not so seemples in real 
terms. 

By way of  a postscript, I believe that the number of  covers sent from New York, or any of  the interim stops, 
on the return flight, to South Africa, is extremely small, although perhaps one must concede that for 3 covers 
from Canada to exist in a single collection would point to covers from Canada being less scarce than from other 
destinations!   However, I wonder how many Canadian covers made this somewhat roundabout journey via 
Dublin to South Africa.   I hesitate to use the word “unique”, but will content myself  by saying that this may be 
the first one which has been so recorded.   Well, that’s my story and I’m sticking to it! 

Notes 
1. Acknowledgement Peter Wingent 

2. It would seem that the item thus potentially qualifies, and twice over at that, under the heading of  “inter-
rupted mail”, even though such a description sounds rather overdramatic in this case! 

3. Chris Hargreaves is of  the opinion that the blue crayon cross on the cover was applied in Ireland, rather 
than in Canada, as the Canadian authorities were not in the habit of  marking R-mail in this fashion.  

4. In Ireland at any rate, if  perhaps not in South Africa as the postal authorities in Durban did not apply the 
customary arrival backstamp. 

5. Due to the outbreak of  war, this was immediately increased to 2/- to the USA on the 6th September, 
which must make it one of  the shortest tariffs on record!   The rate to Canada remained at 1/3.  

6. Acknowledgement - Peter Wingent 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 
Olley G P Capt, A Million Miles in the Air 

Extracts from 

A MILLION MILES IN THE AIR 

Personal Experiences, Impressions, and Stories of  Travel by Air by Captain Gordon P. Olley. 
Published by Hodder and Stoughton. 7/6 net. 1934 

Romance is not dead. Far from it. Adventure is still with us along the highways of  the air. Those heroes of  the early phase 
of  flying have handed on a wonderful tradition to our pilots of  to-day. It is a great pageant which passes before one's eyes 
as one looks back over the history of  the air ! And men, in this epic of  the air, seem to become greater than their machines. 
Braving ridicule and death they have written their names indelibly with tenacity and courage on world's history. In heroism, 
pathos, and splendid conquest it is the greatest of  all epics. 

Air travel was new to the public. We had an immense amount of  prejudice to overcome. The financial resources of  
British companies were slender. Their expenses were very great, and, to make matters worse, they were called upon to com-
pete, on the Continental air routes, with heavily subsidised foreign companies. They hit us badly with price-cutting. Ruin 
stared us in the face. For 19 days the London airport at Croydon, provided at the tax–payers’ expense, was being used en-
tirely by foreign aircraft, our own machines remaining idle in the sheds. Then there was such an outcry that something had 
to be done. State assistance was given and that was a milestone in British Air transport history. New routes were opened. 
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Ground organisation was improved. Imperial Airways was born. That was in 1924, and we were soon able to make rapid 
strides. 

During the early period we had to rely largely upon the patronage of  American passengers. Those were the days when 
passengers by air, looking upon themselves as pioneers and adventurers, were inclined to make heroes of  the pilots. One 
old lady stepped out of  the machine, patted me on the arm, and murmered ‘Brave boy’ and pressed 2/6 into my palm ! 

It seems to me, when I think things over, that man's adoption of  his new power of  air travel is best illustrated by the 
flight of  a modern air-liner, with its lights gleaming. In its control-cabin, peering out into the dark, sits the commander — a 
pilot who knows his sky-ways just as sailors know their sea-ways. Besides him, at duplicate controls, is the first officer. 
Twenty or thirty passengers are enjoying all the luxuries of  modern travel. Two stewards have been serving a six-course 
dinner. Just on 14 tons weighs this metal-built Pullman of  the air and it flies with such smoothness that cups of  coffee do 
not spill a drop. “Hullo Croydon, Hullo Croydon,” Croydon answering, Croydon answering, and in comes the weather re-
port. Now 3000 feet below lies Tonbridge. The commander, looking out through the control-cabin windows into the 
blackness ahead, catches sight of  the familiar gleam. It is the neon light-tower at the Croydon drome. The air-liner is flying 
exactly to time. A final wireless signal with Croydon, and out of  the darkness, rendered visible by its swiftly-moving lights, 
comes the aerial mail. And so, night after night, is our conquest of  the air epitomised by this romance of  the flying mail. 

If  you want the real thing — the authentic, genuine romance — you can find it at London's busy airport. Air ambu-
lance, the bullion plane, queer cargoes. A pilot engaged on special charter work never knows where he is going, or how long 
he will be away. 

A strange life — but a fascinating one. I remember a morning when I told my wife I should be home for dinner. When 
I got back my log-books showed that I had flown more than 30,000 miles. 

H.R.H. has a clear grasp of  the one essential fact, and this is that speed is the vital asset of  the aeroplane. It is speed 
which brings us our loads in commercial flying, and what the Prince advocates keenly—always bearing in mind the need for 
safety and reliability — is a steady increase in the speed at which our civil planes fly. He wants to see Britain take its place in 
this new industry which may ere long be as important, or more important, than our shipping. Speed, and still more speed. 
1000 mph is predicted for aircraft which fly at many miles above the earth. The five day Atlantic crossing by steamer would 
then be reduced to five hours Fantastic ! But it was only in 1909 that the international speed race at Rheims was won at 47 
mph and to-day the world's air speed record stands at over 400 mph. Even so, air transport is in its infancy, with about 30 
years behind it.  

That safety system which has won for British civil aviation its magnificent reputation throughout the world applies with 
particular force to the selection, training, and medical and technical supervision of  the pilots who fly our big multi-engined 
aircraft. No airmen have gained greater admiration than our British air-line pilots. In expert knowledge of  every aspect of  
their work they are picked men, as adept in flying in bad weather as in fine. Flying is their job, and they thoroughly enjoy it 
— they object to being regarded as heroes. Many of  the well-known figures in our pilots' room at Croydon are veterans of  
the air who have wonderful records. Ta k e the case of  Captain F. Dismore. He gained his official certificate as a pilot as far 
back as 1913, and has been flying ever since. It was Capt. Horsey who, on being asked on completing a flight whether he 
had met with any adventures, replied ‘Do you ask an express train driver whether anything exciting has happened to him on 
one of  his routine runs ? Of course you don't. Why therefore, imagine that a modern air-line pilot, making his daily trips 
over routes he knows like the palm of  his hand, is likely to be confronted by a succession of  thrills ?’ The modern airways 
have proved, over and over again, that they can be operated with high and consistent factors of  security. In the early days 
there were very definite elements of  risks, but these have been overcome. The romance is in pioneering new routes. 

In 1919 the entire mileage of  the world's air routes was not more than about 3,000. In 1934 that total slightly exceeds 
200,000 miles. Romantic enough are some of  these air lines — in Canada there is one which goes on and on northwards till 
it reaches the Arctic wastes, bringing swiftly letters which used to take months by dog-team or canoe. 

It is as safe to fly in these days as it is to travel on railways or in motor cars, — considerably safer say many who fly regu-
larly. Nobody believed that the Wright Brothers had flown, and yet the farmer whose field they circled over grew so used to 
seeing the aeroplane that he merely observed : 'The boys are at it again.' That was in 1903 on December 17th. 

100,000 letters were flown from England in 1924. Our British lines carried 12,000,000 letters in 1934. We often talk 
about what is called ‘The air age’ — well, we stand on its threshold to-day. Flying is the ideal method of  high-speed travel 
Looking back over more than a million miles of  flying I can see how civil aviation, with all it implies in quickening the 
world's transport, is, in my view, one of, if  not the, most important of  all modern developments. I feel convinced that the 
world will be a very much better place to live in when we are reaping the full advantages of  the air age. The world wants to 
know itself  better. Air Transport is the greatest remover of  artificial barriers. We want the universal mind — we want to be 
citizens of  the world.  

First published in Air Mail Magazine, A Phillips, Newport, Mons, Wales, No 14, April 1940, pp 265 – 267. 

❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆❆ 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A humorous touch with which to finish. 

First published by High Duty Alloys Ltd, and reproduced in Phillips A 
(1943), Air Mail Magaziine, vol 5, no 47, pg 928. 
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Imperial Airways airliner HP 42 Hannibal G–AAGX caught in a ‘Habbob’ or Desert Storm 

Amongst other items new wings were 
shipped out by sea, and carried overland 
by road to Heliopolis. Repairs were suc-
cessful and by May 1933 Hannibal was 
back in service.

During a night stop on Sunday 25th No-
vember 1932 at Semakh on the shores of  
Lake Galilee, Palestine HP42 Hannibal was 
hit by a violent desert storm. Although 
picketed she was subjected to significant 
damage, damage that looked to be beyond 
repair. These four contemporary pho-
tographs clearly illustrate the extent of  the 
aircraft’s suffering; the wings damaged be-
yond repair, the tailplane stripped of  the 
majority of  its covering, and other signifi-
cant but less obvious damage.

Imperial Airways elected to repair the 
aircraft. It was stripped to component 
parts, placed on a train, and sent via the 
Hejaz railway to Kantara on the banks of 
the Nile, ferried across, and completed the 
journey to Heliopolis, Cairo, Imperial’s 
maintenance base. The extent of the dam-
age was determined, and new parts or-
dered to be sent from Britain.

Photographs © John C Symons
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